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Renorts  tn  farm  labor,  food  production  and  ^reservation,  and  sewing-ma.chine 
clinics  are  among  the  high  snots  of  this  week's  summary, 
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Emergency  farm  labor  .-Cotton  nicking  has  reached  and  passed  nea>.  ^.eleases  were 
given  2b4  pickers  in-late  October  to  go  to  Arizona  to  aid  in  harvesting  crop  there. 
Second  picking  and  cleaning  up-  of  Missouri  crop  probably  v^ill  keen  much  of  labor 
in  State-  busy  during  moat  of  November,  ' ' ' ' 

Intensive.,  campaign  to-  obtain  corn  shuckers  for  northwest  -ilssouri  resulted  in  ?.^0 
men  being  sent  there,  where  excellent  cron  of  corn  was  ready  for  harvest.  Coun- 
ties in  nerth- Mi sso'uri  comnleted  survey  'of  needs  and  indicated  -they  could  use  more 
than  600  shuckers  from  ou'tside. 

Requests  for  year-round  married  workers  continue  to  come  into  State  office.  One 
county,  Atchison,  sent  in  6 requests'  in  1 day  to  fil.l  jobs  offering  9 cents  a bu- 
shel plus  room  and  board  during  corn-shucking  season  and  3b5  a'month  after  that. 

To  aid  local  officials  in  interpreting  and  carrying  out  Selective  Service  regula- 
,tions  in  regard  to  men  between  IS  and  S^'^who  worl^.  on  farms,  series  of  22  district 
meetings  was  held.  -Members  of  county  Selective  Service  boards,  county  agents, 
and -War  Board  chairmen  were  invited -to  meetings.  Representatives  of  State  Selec- 
tive Service  board  andhExtenslon  Service  SPoke  at  each  meeting,  half  of  time  was 
devoted  to  questiops  and  answers. 

Home  food  preservation . -Agents  in  87  counties,  at  request  of  State  extension  of- 
fice, checked  up  year's  work  in  home  food  preserva.tion . Through  locad  leaders, 
canning  cent ers , and  cooperating  agencies  they  found  that  63,633,693  quarts  of 
fruits  and  vegeta.bles  had  been  canned,  not  including  work  done  in  larger  urban 
area.s.  In  addition,  year's  record  of  food  preservation -in  these  counties  in- 
cluded 4, 482, 661  conta.iners  of  fruit  butter,  ' jams,  jellies,-  a.n/'’  marmalades.  Poods 
conserved  by  methods  other  than  canning  included  6,665,639  pounds  of  frozen  food 
in  home  and  community  freezers,  567,327  pounds  of  dehydrated  fr-dits  and  vegetables, 
about  47  million  bushels  of  root  crops  in  common  storage,  and  more  than  3 million 
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gallons  of  vegetables  preserved  by  bbining  or  salting.  Dehydrators  nurcliased 
dubing  year  numbered  755  those  made  ,at  home,-  2,104.  Number  of  pressure 
cookers  used  was  29.495* 

4-H  Club  act  ivities .-Several  high  records  of  food  production  by  individual  4-H 
Club  members  were  reuorted.  Herman  Olizer,  I3  years  old,  ■ in  ■‘^ndrev.f  County,  raised 
litter  of  13  pigs  v^hich  won  top  place  a.t  district  show  and.vrere  marketed  at  210 
days  of  age  weighing  3*35^  poiands . Herman  White,  of  Platte  County,  harvested 
43,300  pouiids  of  uotatoes  from  J>^-a.cre  project.  Average  yield  wa.s  slightly  above 
206  bushels  an  acre,  and  three-fourths  of  cron  graded  U.S.  No.  1.  Puobert  and  Sue 
Mary  Dames  of  Clinton  County  marketed  27 'lambs  from  their  4-H  flock  of  24  ev/es. 
When  sold,  lambs  averaged  92  pounds  each,  and  all  but  6 graded  choice. 

K . ^ 

Two  adjoining  coiuities,  Sti  Prancois  end  Perry,  piled  up  combined  D_h  Club  enroll- 
ment of  1,588  boys  and  girls.  Together  they  made  notable  record  in  food  nroduc- 
tion,  with  211  members  producing  “pork,  833  growing  vegetables,  22  raising  chickens, 
12  producing  baby  beeves,  l4  operating  dairy  projects,  and  9 raising  sheen.  In 
addition,  254  members  made  their  own  clothes,  and  all  helped  with  farm  labor  and 
community  activities. 

Virginia  Tweedie,  Carroll  Co'unty  4-H  Club  member,  did  her  part  toward  v/inning  war 
by  canning,  assisting  in  canning  demonstrations,  helping  in  community  tasks,  of 
ra.tioning,  and  collecting  critically  needed  materials.  She  canned  more  than  6OO 
quarts  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  helped  fill  two  large  barns  vuth  hay  and  oats, 
and  collected  6,000  -oounds  of  scrap  iron  and  65  pounds  of  old  rubber. 

Soybean  yields. -More  than  30  percent  increase  in  soybean  yield  was  obtained  by 
J.  L.  King  in  Carroll  Co\uity  by  inoculating  seed.  When  seed  was  planted  he  placed 
inoculated  seed  in  one  box  and  'uninoculated  in  other  box  of  planter.  bTien  field 
was  harvested  recently  a careful  check  v'as  made  of  tv'o  adjacent  rov/s.  Inoculated 
rov''  yielded  at  rate  of  24.6  bushels  an' acre,  and  uninoculated  rovr  yielded  at  ra.te 
of  18.6  bushels.  There  was  almost  2 Toounds  dif'f'erence  in  v^eight  of  beans  uer 
bushe  1 . ' 

Soil*  con'servation.  -Temuorary  county  committee  wa.s  named’  in  Jefferson  County  to 
exulore  -Dossibllities  of  fl''o'd  control  under  Missouri's  nevr  soil  conservation 
districts  law.  It  reported  that  nb^member  of. committee  could  think  of,  better  plan 
for  flood’  control  tha.n  cbimty-v.fide  organization  .to  promote  general  use’ of  terrac- 
ing, contour  farming,  crop''r6tation,  use  of  lime  and  fertilizer,  and  control  of 
forest  fires.  ' 

Home  sewing. -Family  clothing  problems  have  been  simulified  for  253  Oregon  County 
homemakers  since  they  learned  to  clean,  reuair,  and  a6.just  their  own  sev/ing  ma- 
■ chines  in  extension  clinics,  ■■^o  great  have  been  benefits  that  still  other  grouns 
are . requesting  clinics.  "As  long  as  there  are  requests  there  will  be  clinics," 
says  Florence  Shull,  home  demonstration  agent.  Only  one  machine  has  been  found 
that  wa.s  beyond  reuair,  even  though  some  women  brought  machines  that  had  long  been 
stored  in' attics  or  b.asements. 

War  bond  sales . -Crawford  County  Victory  Organization  demonstrated  nowerful  influ- 
ence of  well-organized ..ano.  v.^ell-trained  local  leaders.  With  I50  school-district 
leaders  working  on  third  war  loan  drive,  organisation  vas  resuonsible  for  sale 
of  D200,000  worth  of  bonds.  Coiinty's  quota,  vras  exceeded  by  20  uercent. 
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Earn  la.>ior; -Critical  Is.lior  area  has'  shifted  from  rice,  fields  of- Gulf '.Coastal  re- 
.gion  to  cottonfields  of  west  'Texas  plains,  which  co.uld  use  additional  :40y000  cot- 
ton oickers-  Movement  of  migratory  workers  in  .that  direction  is  -slow 'and  uncer- 
tain. ■ Perhaos  tightest  -spots  are  in  Pecos  and  Rio  Grande  Valley^  vihere  lorig- 
staole  cotton  is  major  seasona.l  crop,  -^1  Paso  County  obtained  9^0  Italian  ’-ar 
prisoners.  Among  counties  having  acute  shorta.ge,  ,, are;  Wilbarger,  Briscoe,  Jones, 
Haskoll,  Lubbock,  and  Lamb.  -Currently  no  relief  is  in  sight,  for  these  counties 
exceot  local:,  recruiting^  " Rew  orison  camos'  are  near  these  counties,  and  besides, 
v^ar  -orisoners  are  not  adept  at  cott  on,  pickihg.  and;  pulling.  About  2,  ^'00  war  pris- 
oners were  moved  to  rice  fields  in  recen.t  weeks.  .Camps  were  set  uo  in  V/harton, 
Alvin,  Rosenberg,  Liberty,  -and  Bay  City."  Possibly  prisoners  will  be  moved  from  a 
Louisiana  camp  to  aid  in  Jefferson  Co.unty,  Good,, weather  has  helped,-  as  have '200 
farm  workers  recruited  in  cb'dnties  v^here  labor  needs  were,  not  pressing. 

Vegetable  ,oroduotibn.-Ma-j6r'  vegetable  truck  crop  plantings  are  increasing' in  lower 
Rio  Grande  Valley  and  Winter  Garden  areas.  Draught  retarded  early  growth,  but 
with  irrigation  available  in'about  60  percent  of  are.a,  and  fairly  good  stands  of 
vegetables  on  dry'. lahd,  production  of  vdnter  vegetables  probably  will  show  definite 
increase  over  194.3'.-  ^Cabbage  and  onions  are  outstanding,  and  soinach,  carrots,  and 
beets  also  show  increase. 

Eall  and  winter  gardens  throughout _ State  are  exceptionallv  good.  September  rains 
helped  vegetables,-  and- many  of  quick  growth,  such  as  mustard  greens  and  early  let- 
tuce, have  rea.ched'  edi'bl'e' stage . Townspeople  are  more  interested  in  back^yard 
gardens  than  ever  before.-  County  extension  agents , are . promoting  gardening  through 
local  garden  and. service  clubs  and  other  agencies,.  .Seedsmen,  through  their  asso- 
ciations, are  eooperating. 

County  agents  and , extension  horticulturists  are. .giving  assistance  in  vegetable 
planting  programs  at  detention  camos  for  enemy  'orisoners  of  var.  Commanding  of- 
ficers are  using  labor  to  produce  enough  vegetables  for  cs,mp-s.  ; ■ , 

Poultry . -Extension'  Poultrymen  are  giving  full,  tim,e^,to  .coooerating  with  turkey  pro- 
ducers, e-spec ia.l''ly  in  advising  on  selection  o.f  breeding  .-s.tock- and.  .tube-t'esting 
flocks.  Seven  producers  in  State  are  trV?p-nesting  and  progeny-testing  their  tur- 
keys under  supervision  of  extension  ooultrvmen,  who  .are,,  also  reso.onsible'  for  test- 
ing of  app-roxima.tely'  2,  500  breeder  t-iirkeys,  for^  Brady • and  .Santa  Anna.  .-T-ur key  Egg 
Associa.t  ion-.  -All  these'-birds  - will  be  tube-tested.  ...  •-  - ' 

Cattle  grub  control., -Extension  entomologists,  in  preparing , 1943-44  cattle  grub 
and  lice  control ' urogram,  obtained-  from  countj'-  agents  estima.te  of  number  of-  ani- 
mals likely  to  be  treated  in  their''counties,  and 'quantity  of  material  ■ needed. ' 

This  information  was  - sent'  tb’'Washington  as  basis  for  a.llocation  of  rotenone.  About 
500,000  animals  vrere  reuorted  treated  for  grubs  last  yea.r,  and  number  is  expected 
to  be.  doubled  this  yea.r.  During  past  6 weeks  entomologists  and  livestock  special- 
ists covered  much  of  .State  and"  discussed,  grub  arid  lice  control  .with,  county  agents. 
Entomologists- 's^nt  text  matter  and  ' illustration  .mats  to  agents  for- use' .in  'local 
newspapers  to-  stimulate-  interest-  in  progra.fh.  Agents  v'ere.  also  furnished  .list  of 
dealers  in  rotenone  and  vretta,ble  sulohur  and  thei  r unices,,  to  enable  loca'l  'deal- 
ers to  obtain  suppl.y  of  necessary 'materia.ls ' f or'  fa.rmers  and  ranchmen.  Circulars 
on  grub  control  vpre  preuared  for  distribution  by  county  agents  to  give  ca.ttle 
producers  advance  information  on  scooe  of  urogram. 
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Agricultural  engineering.  -Literature  is,  in  -oreparation  on  three  idees  for  home- 
made  labor-saving  equipment  — bulldozer,  scratcher,  and  calf  table-squeeze, 
number  of  farmers  and  ranchmen "are  using  novel  water-pumping  arrangement  suggested 
by  agricultural  engineer  to  meet  shortage,  of  availajole  sma.ll  engines'  -for  pumping  ^ 
waiter  during  extended  lull s'’-''ih- wind.  Pov/er  for-,  pumue-r -i d furnished  by 'tractor , 
truck,  -Dick-ur),,  or,  automObi-le’.''  ' ■ _ ' 

Farmer  cooperative  ■buy  in'g. -'Shortage'  of 'native,  .fpuits  brought'  about  cooperative 
buying  of  ^,693  dozen 'nineapples  ' by  ^,<324  farm  families  in -Uy- counties ; Total  of 
125,724  pints  of  f ruit oand’-2i3V493  pints'of  juice. , were  ^canned.-  Products  renresenter 
value  of  , about  $30,000  at  retail  and  'million  ration'  point's  .;..."'Volume  ’ of  co'opera- 
tive  buying  of  ap-Dl.es  • is 'eoepedted  to  equal  that  of  pinea'oples .•  ' 

S'alvaging-  sewing  machines. '-In'  preparation  f or  increase  in--ho  ie‘  sewing,  extension 
clothing  special'ip.t' has  ;'held  clinics  thro'ughout  State  .-to  teach  housewives  how  to 
clean  and  maintai.n- sewing’ machines . As'  result,  200  machines^- in  -Jones  'County  were 
cleaned,  63  in  Jeffers.on  Co'-dnty,  'more  than  100  in  Hood  County,  and  several  hun- 
dred in  Tarrant  County.  A 26-year-old  machine  in  .Crosby' was . cleaned' f or  first 
time  end  then  used  by''its,'0’'-'ner 'in  meking  . eight  garments.  'In 'U-ot on  County,  a sew- 
ing machine.- stored  for  • 17  yehrs- and  too’rustv  to  OToerate  was 'salvaged  and  ' restored 
to  satisfactory  service.  ' ' ^ , " - 

Farm  landscaping,- and,  home  .sanitation. -In  seven  counties,  .specialist  vrorked  with 
farm  families  and  extension  agents  on  simolifying  landsca-oe  for  satisfactory  ap- 
■oearance  with  less  upkeep.  Native  buffalo  grass  in  lawns- requires  less'  vrork  than 
bermuda,.  Native  a.nd' hardy' shrubs  are  used  to  reolace  an.nual s. . and  ill-adapted 
shrubs  for  same  , reason'.'; -U'se'  o-ffru:  t and  nut  trees  is-advochted.  Morale-building 
value  of  beauty  in  ■ landsCa'oe  was  imnressed  u'oon  a Ca-lhcrn.  County  demonstrator 
whose  homesick-  soldier-  son  wrote 'and  asked  that  every  nook  .and- corner  of  home  , ^ 
landscape  be  uhotograohed  and-sent  to  him.  He  helped  to  .level'. lawn- and"'Dlant 
shrubs  when  his  family  undertook  demonstration  about  6 years  ago. 

Lema.nds  f,or  hel'D  in  imiorovihg  farm  home  sanitation  are  increasing.  Req-dests  for 
eroert  a.ssistance  in.  sewa.ge-'disposal  were  referred  .to  State- health  de-oartment . 
Assistance  of  36  locap  health'  units  was  pledged  by  director  of  Texas  State  Health  . 
Department  and  by  State  sanita.ry  engineer.  . ' - 

Negro  hetivities » - State:  leader  of-’hegro  extension  work  es-timetes.  that-'ab'out  10  'oer 
cent  more  .urban  ,;peo'Dle.  ar.e''.helping  in  picking  thiS:year,  and  10;percent--more  old 
■oeople  are  working  -i’fith' assi stance  of  crew' leaders.  Farm 'families  *a'.re ''more  lib- 
eral than  in ., .previous  years  in  helping  one  another  un  harvesting.'  -McLennan  County 
furnished  l.,040  cotton  pickers  for  Pio  G-rande  Valley,  3^*"^  fo"'  similar  work  in 
Falls  County,  23O  for  Hill  County,  320  for  .Limeston.e,  110  fO'r-.'Navarr'o',*'and  1S4  for 
others.  .Tractor  drivers,  dairy  hand's,  ■tenants,.  - sharecroppepsy  ard  otder  workers 
are  b.eing  solicited-  to  aid'  labor' -shortage.  Reports-,  from  -22 -county  agricultifral 
agents  show  tha.t -,  216- negro  ebuhty  Tictory  leaders  as.sisted  in  making  and  carrying 
out  ula,ns  for  third- war  - loan' drive . Negro  families,. in  12- -coun'ti  es  bought  ^93,107  ] 

worth  of  bonds  a.nd  atam'OS.  ■'  Three'  district  meetings  were  held  to  tra.in  co-onty  ^ 

negro  extension  agents -.in  fbod'prepa.ration  and  conservation,- - hbm'e  improvement, 
family  relationship,,  poultry  management , aud  agricultural.- engineering.-  Among 
demonstrations  W8.s  series  oh  selection  and  preparation..-of -f-qods  'in  v/artime  diet. 
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